Owen and the Trade Unions                       257
glaziers, carpenters, bricklayers and slaters: builders' labourers
were presumably organized with their proper craftsmen (as
masons3 labourers, and so forth), for there is no trace of a
labourers5 " government." Figures of membership are lacking:
it appears probable, however, that at one time the members
were 60,000 in number or more. It was made up partly of
wholly new societies founded by itself, partly of existing trade
clubs and trade societies which were swept up by it and greatly
increased its membership. During 1832 and 1833 " acted as
a signal advertisement for Trade Unionism by conducting a
series of local strikes, chiefly in Lancashire, against the practice
of "general contracting." The smaller masters agreed with it
that customers should contract separately with master-painters,
master-carpenters, master-plumbers, etc., instead of with a
general contractor who broke trade customs and screwed
masters down to the level of journeymen; they viewed the
Union's action with benevolence, and the strikes were every-
where successful. (They did not for long save the little master
from his approaching doom at the hands of the big contractors.)
Other individual unions which rose to strength enough to
keep their individuality were the Potters5 Union, the Clothiers'
Union, and the Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield District
Union, which was a survival of Doherty's National Associa-
tion. The Potters' membership in the autumn of 1833 num-
bered 8,000. The total union membership at that time was
estimated at 800,000.
But all this was overshadowed by the enormous Grand
National Consolidated Trades Union, founded in October
1833 (not, as has previously been believed, in February 1834).
What membership it had is uncertain: the official journal
estimated it at "half a million" and contemporary reports
suggest that this may not be inaccurate. The actual, registered
paying membership of the Union (if \ve were able to discover
it) would probably be only a percentage of its effective mem-
bership: trade clubs and trade societies put themselves "in
union" with the larger body almost automatically, but that
they returned carefully and paid for all their membership, or
that the newly-sworn members paid their threepence a month
steadily, is as improbable as that the machinery of Grand